
EYFS English 

 Non-negotiables 

Listening and attention 

I can listen carefully to others. 

To respond to others while engaged in different      activities. 

Understanding 

I can follow instructions 

Reading 

I can Read and understand simple sentences 

I can use phonic knowledge to decode regular words (green words) 

I can read some tricky words (red words) 

I can talk about what has been read by myself and others. 

 

My next steps: 

 

 

Speaking 

Be able to express myself so that others under-

stand me. 

When talking about events I can use the past, 

present and future tense correctly. 

When talking I can connect ideas and 

    Writing 

I can Use phonic knowledge to write words which match their spoken sounds. 

I can Write some irregular common words. 

I can Write sentences that can be read by themselves and others. 

I can Write some words that are spelt correctly and others that are                  phonetically plausi-

ble. 



Year 1 Writing 

 Non-negotiables 

Speaking and Listening  

I can listen carefully to others. 

I can follow instructions with more than one step. 

I can talk in accurate sentences about a range of topics. 

My next steps: 

 

 

Writing 

I can form my letters correctly, starting and      finishing in the cor-

rect place.  

I use fingers spaces of an appropriate size. 

I can write for different purposes. 

I make my writing interesting by using             adjectives. 

I hold my pencil correctly. 

I  can use and to correctly join 2 sentences together. 

    VGPS 

I can Use my phonic knowledge and select the correct  sound choice to write 

words  

I can spell year 1 common words. 

I can Write sentences that make sense and an be read by myself and others 

I can write sentences with a capital letters and full stop. 

I can join sentences using  simple conjunctions such ‘and’ and because 



Year 1 Reading 

 Non-negotiables 

I can talk about character feelings and make some simple inferences. 

 

I can read and understand a range of texts such as 

stories or information texts. 

I can use my phonics 

to read words in a 

text.  

I can read tricky words  

I can talk about what has been read by 

myself and others. 

 
Next Steps 



Year 2 writing  Non-negotiables 

Speaking and Listening  

I can listen carefully and follow instructions with more than one step. 

I can talk in accurate sentences about a range of topics. 

   Writing 

I can write simple stories about real and pretend experiences. 

I can write for different reasons 

I make my writing interesting by using adjectives and adverbs so 

that people want to read it. 

I write capital letters and digits of the correct size and direction. 

I use an appropriate spacing between words. 

 

    VGPS 

I punctuate most sentences in my writing with capital letters and 

full stops  and use question marks correctly when required  

I  use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently  

I  use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination 

(e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses  

I segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 

graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly   

 

 

My next steps 



Year 2 Reading 

 Non-negotiables 

I can ask and answer questions, talking about character feelings and make 

some simple inferences. 

I can read and understand a range of texts such as sto-

ries or information texts. I check that  the text I am 

reading makes sense. 

I can use my phonics to read 

words in a text when I am stuck. 

I can read most tricky words and 

common  

exceptions words. 

I can talk about what has happened so far or what I 

have found out. 

 
Next Steps 

I read accurately most words of two or 

more syllables including words using a 

suffix 

 



Year 3 writing 

 Non-negotiables 

Speaking and Listening  

I can speak in Grammatically correct sentences. 

I am able to present my ideas to my friends. 

     Writing 

I can write  coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others 

along with real experiences. 

I can write for different purposes include to share             Information. 

I can  use paragraphs,  organising  my ideas with related points and ideas 

placed next to each other.  

I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size,  orientation and rela-

tionship to one another and join my letters correctly. 

I use organise and structure my work correctly 

 

    VGPS 

I punctuate all sentences in my writing correctly using a range of punctuation. 

I  use present and past tense correctly and consistently  

I can expresses time, place and cause using conjunctions such as when, before, after, while, so, 

because. 

I can express time, place and cause using adverbs and prepositions e.g. then, next, soon, there-

fore, after, during, in, because of  

I use spelling rules, patterns and my phonic skills to spell words, including homophones correctly. 

I can use inverted commas to punctuate speech “”     

I can compose and practise sentences orally using a varied vocabulary, and an increasing range of 

sentence structures.  

    I know how to place the apostrophe in words with irregular plurals  girls’, boys’) and in 

words with irregular plurals (e.g. children’s).  

 My next steps 

I can proof read my work and make improvements. I check my spelling, punctuate and 

sentence structure.  



Year 3 Reading   Non negotiables 

I can identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to the 

meaning of what I am reading 

I can make inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and I can justify the in-

ferences with   evidence from the text. 

I can apply my knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes to read 

aloud and to understand the meaning 

of new words  

Makes predictions about what might happen 

based on details stated and implied. 

I can talk about words and phrases that capture the readers interest 

and imagination.  

 
Next Steps 

 

I can ask questions to improve my understand-

ing of a text.  



Year 4 writing 

 Non-negotiables 

Speaking and Listening  

I can speak in Grammatically correct sentences and    extend my ideas. 

I am able to debate and give reasons for my view. 

     Writing 

I can write  coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of oth-

ers and real experiences taking the time to describe character and setting. 

I can write for different purposes include to share         information, using 

features of the text type. 

I can  use paragraphs,  organising  my ideas with             related points 

and ideas placed next to each other.  

My handwriting is neat, legible and joined. 

I use organise and structure my work correctly. 

I can vary my sentence structure to ensure that the    reader is engaged 

and my writing flows. 

 

    VGPS 

I correctly punctuate all sentences , regardless of their structure using a range of 

punctuation. 

I  use the correct tense  consistently  

I use a range of conjunctions, adverbs  and prepositions in my writing. 

I use spelling rules and patterns to spell words, including homophones and suffix cor-

rectly 

I can punctuate direct and indirect speech.     

I can include  varied and rich vocabulary, and an increasing range of sentence struc-

tures. In order to engage the reader. 

    I know how to place the apostrophe in words with irregular plurals   

 My next steps 

I can proof read my work and make improvements. I check my spelling, punctuate and 

sentence structure.  

I can substitute words in order to add interest. 



Year 4 Reading   Non negotiables 

I can identify how language, 

structure, and presentation con-

tribute to the meaning of what I 

am reading. 

I can make inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and I can justify the in-

ferences with   evidence from the text. 

I can apply my knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes to read 

aloud and to understand the meaning 

of new words  

Makes predictions about what might happen 

based on details stated and implied and using 

my knowledge of other texts. 

I can talk about words and phrases that capture the readers interest 

and imagination.  

 Next Steps 

 

I can ask questions to improve my understand-

ing of a text.  

I can read fluency with expression. I 

take account of punctuation and begin 

to read for effect. 



Year 5 writing 

 Non-negotiables 

Speaking and Listening  

I can amend the way I speak to suit my audience.  

I am able to debate and give reasons for my view 

     Writing 

I can write  coherent narratives and include detail about the characters, setting which make 

my writing more engaging. 

I can write for a range purposes including to share information. I use language and organi-

sation features suitable to the text. 

I can  use paragraphs,  organising  my ideas with related points and ideas placed next to 

each other.  

In non-narrative writing I use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader 

(e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)  

My handwriting is neat, legible and joined. 

 

    VGPS 

I correctly punctuate all sentences , regardless of their structure using a range of punctuation. 

I use verb tenses consistently and correctly when writing for different purposes. 

I use a range of conjunctions, adverbs  and prepositions in my writing. 

I use spelling rules and patterns to spell words, including homophones and suffix correctly 

I can inverted commas to punctuate direct and indirect speech.     

I can include  varied and rich vocabulary, and an increasing range of sentence structures. In order to engage the 

reader. 

I am beginning to select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing style, doing this 

mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how 

information is presented) 

 My next steps 

I can proof read my work and make improvements and correct any errors  

 I check my spelling, punctuate and grammar is correct.  

I can substitute words in order to add interest 



Year 5 Reading   Non negotiables 

I can talk about how authors use language, 

including figurative language and consider the     

impact on the reader . 

I can summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using evidence 

from the text. 

I can read age-appropriate books with con-

fidence and fluency and I am beginning to 

read novels. 

I explain and discuss my understanding of what I have 

read, drawing inferences and justifying these with evi-

dence  and using my knowledge of other texts. 

I can work out the meaning of words from the context of the sentence and 

using a dictionary. 

 Next Steps 

 

I can read aloud with intonation, showing my under-

standing of punctuation and the text I am reading. I can predict what might happen 

from details stated or implied in the 

text. 



Year 6 writing 

 Non-negotiables 

     Writing 

I write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows 

good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in 

instructions and persuasive writing) 

 I can write for a range purposes including to share information. I use language and organi-

sation features suitable to the text. 

I can  use paragraphs,  organising  my ideas with related points and ideas placed next to 

each other.  

In non-narrative writing I use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader 

(e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)  

My handwriting is neat  in joined handwriting even when writing at speed  

    VGPS 

I correctly punctuate all sentences , regardless of their structure using a range of punctuation. 

I use verb tenses consistently and correctly when writing for different purposes. 

I use spelling rules and patterns to spell words, including homophones and suffix correctly 

My writing is cohesive, using a range of conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms  

I can include  varied and rich vocabulary, and an increasing range of sentence structures. In order to engage the 

reader and reflect my style of writing. 

I select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires (e.g. using contracted 

forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of possibility)  

 My next steps 

I can proof read my work and make improvements to improve the cohesion of my writing. 

 I check my spelling, punctuate and grammar is correct.  

I can substitute words in order to add interest 



Year 6 Reading   Non negotiables 

I can evaluate how authors use language, 

including figurative language and consider the     

impact on the reader  

I can summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations 

for evidence. 

I can read age-appropriate books with 

confidence and fluency and chose to 

read  whole novels. 

I explain and discuss my understanding of what I have 

read, drawing inferences and justifying these with evi-

dence  and using my knowledge of other texts. 

I can work out the meaning of words from the context of the sentence. 

 Next Steps 

 

I can read aloud with intonation, showing my under-

standing of the text. I can predict what might happen 

from details stated or implied in the 

text. 


